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this section or similar activities carried out 
in the State. 

‘‘(f) COORDINATION AND CHOICE.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A State demonstration 

Program shall be coordinated with the edu-
cation programs of local educational agen-
cies in the State to ensure that the program 
is effectively designed to develop in children 
in the program the knowledge and behaviors 
necessary to transition successfully to kin-
dergarten and to succeed in school. 

‘‘(2) PROGRAMS CONCERNED.— 
‘‘(A) REQUIRED PROGRAMS.—Such coordina-

tion shall occur regarding the implementa-
tion of the following: 

‘‘(i) The Early Reading First and Even 
Start programs under title I, part B, sub-
parts 2 and 3 of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965, and other pre-
school programs carried out under title I of 
that Act. 

‘‘(ii) State prekindergarten programs. 
‘‘(iii) The Ready-to-Learn Television Pro-

gram under subpart 3 of part D of title II of 
the Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act. 

‘‘(B) OPTIONAL PROGRAMS.—Such coordina-
tion may occur regarding the implementa-
tion of the following: 

‘‘(i) Programs under the Child Care and De-
velopment Block Grant Act. 

‘‘(ii) Other publicly funded early childhood 
education programs. 

‘‘(3) PARENTAL CHOICE.—The program shall 
allow parents to choose the preschool pro-
gram for their child. 

‘‘(g) REQUIRED SERVICES.—With funds 
under this section, the State shall provide 
services described in section 641A at least as 
extensive as were provided, and to at least as 
many low-income children and families in 
each fiscal year as were provided such serv-
ices, with such funds in the base year in the 
State (or, if applicable, in the geographic 
area included in the State program). A pro-
gram under this section shall include the fol-
lowing comprehensive activities designed to 
promote school readiness and success in 
school: 

‘‘(1) CHILD DEVELOPMENT AND EDUCATION.— 
Activities with enrolled children that pro-
mote— 

‘‘(A) cognitive development, language de-
velopment, prereading, and premathematics 
knowledge and skills; 

‘‘(B) physical development, health, and nu-
trition (including through coordination with, 
and referral of children and families to local 
health service entities; and 

‘‘(C) social development important for en-
vironments constructive for child develop-
ment, early learning, and school success. 

‘‘(2) PARENT EDUCATION AND INVOLVE-
MENT.—Activities with the parents of en-
rolled children directed at enhancing and en-
couraging— 

‘‘(A) involvement in, and ability to sup-
port, their children’s educational develop-
ment; 

‘‘(B) parenting skills and understanding of 
child development; and 

‘‘(C) ability to participate effectively in de-
cisions relating to the education of their 
children. 

‘‘(3) SOCIAL AND FAMILY SUPPORT SERV-
ICES.—Activities directed at securing appro-
priate social and family support services for 
enrolled children and their families, pri-
marily through referral and coordination 
with local, State, and Federal entities that 
provide such services. 

‘‘(4) HEAD START SERVICES.—For purposes 
of paragraph (1) Head Start services fur-
nished in a State program under this section 
shall include all Head Start services, other 
than— 

‘‘(A) Indian Head Start programs and mi-
grant and seasonal Head Start programs sup-

ported with funds reserved under section 
640(a)(2)(A); and 

‘‘(B) Early Head Start services provided 
under section 645A. 

‘‘(h) STATE PLAN.—A State proposing to 
administer a program under this section 
shall submit a State plan to the Secretary. 
The State plan shall include the following: 

‘‘(1) LEAD STATE AGENCY.—The plan shall 
identify the entity designated by the Chief 
Executive Officer of the State as the lead 
State agency. 

‘‘(2) GEOGRAPHIC AREA.—The plan shall 
specify whether the program is statewide, 
and, if it is not, identify the geographic area 
or areas covered by the plan. A geographic 
area may be a city, county, standard metro-
politan statistical area, or such other geo-
graphic area in the State. 

‘‘(3) PROGRAM PERIOD.—A State program 
under this section shall be in effect for 5 Fed-
eral fiscal years. 

‘‘(4) PROGRAM DESCRIPTION.—The plan shall 
describe the services under subsection (f) to 
be provided in the program and arrange-
ments the State proposes to use to provide 
the services specified in subsection (g), in-
cluding how the State will leverage existing 
delivery systems for such services. 

‘‘(5) NEEDS ASSESSMENT.—The plan shall 
describe the results of a State needs assess-
ment and shall provide an assurance that the 
State will use the results to identify the 
needs for early childhood education services 
within a State or geographic area to be 
served and is targeting services to those 
areas of greatest need and to expand and im-
prove services to disadvantaged children in 
the State. 

‘‘(6) ASSURANCE OF COMPLIANCE.—The plan 
shall provide an assurance that the State 
program will comply with the requirements 
of this section, including each of the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(A) PRIORITY FOR LOW-INCOME CHILDREN.— 
Requirements established pursuant to sec-
tion 645(a) concerning the eligibility and pri-
ority of individuals for participation in Head 
Start programs. 

‘‘(B) CONTINUATION FOR EXISTING PRO-
VIDERS.—An applicant who received funds 
under this subchapter in prior fiscal years 
and has not corrected any substantial defi-
ciencies identified in the past 5 years shall 
not be eligible to receive any grants, con-
tract, or cooperative agreements under this 
section. 

‘‘(C) PARTICIPATION OF CHILDREN WITH DIS-
ABILITIES.—Requirements pursuant to sec-
tion 640(d) concerning Head Start enrollment 
opportunities and services for children with 
disabilities. 

‘‘(D) PROVISIONS CONCERNING FEES AND CO-
PAYMENTS.—The provisions of section 645(b) 
concerning the charging of fees and the cir-
cumstances under which copayments are per-
missible. 

‘‘(E) FEDERAL SHARE; STATE AND LOCAL 
MATCHING.—The provisions of section 640(b) 
limiting Federal financial assistance for 
Head Start programs, and providing for non- 
Federal contributions. 

‘‘(F) ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.—The provi-
sions of section 644(b) limiting the share of 
program funds that may be used for devel-
oping and administering a program. 

‘‘(G) FEDERAL PROPERTY INTEREST.—Appli-
cable provisions of this subchapter regarding 
the Federal Government interest in property 
(including real property) purchased, leased, 
or renovated with Federal funds. 

‘‘(7) IDENTIFICATION OF BARRIERS.—The plan 
shall identify barriers in the State to the ef-
fective use of Federal, State, and local public 
funds, and private funds, for early education 
and care that are available to the State on 
the date on which the application is sub-
mitted. 

‘‘(8) STATE GUIDELINES FOR SCHOOL READI-
NESS.—The plan shall include— 

‘‘(A) a State definition of school readiness; 
‘‘(B) a description of the State’s general 

goals for school readiness, including how the 
State intends to— 

‘‘(i) promote and maintain ongoing com-
munication and collaboration between pro-
viders of early care and education and local 
educational agencies in the State; 

‘‘(ii) align early childhood and kinder-
garten curricula to ensure program con-
tinuity; and 

‘‘(iii) ensure that children successfully 
transition to kindergarten. 

‘‘(9) TEACHER QUALIFICATIONS.—The plan 
shall assure that the qualifications and cre-
dentials for early childhood teachers meet or 
exceed the standards in section 648A(a)(2)(A), 
(B), and (C). 

‘‘(10) PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT.—The 
plan shall provide a description of the State 
plan for assuring the ongoing professional 
development of early childhood educators 
and administrators including how the State 
intends to— 

‘‘(A) improve the competencies of early 
childhood educators in meeting the cognitive 
and other developmental needs of young chil-
dren through effective instructional strate-
gies, methods, and skills; 

‘‘(B) develop and implement initiatives to 
effectively recruit and promote the retention 
of well-qualified early childhood educators; 

‘‘(C) encourage institutions of higher edu-
cation, providers of community-based train-
ing, and other qualified providers to develop 
high-quality programs to prepare students to 
be early childhood education professionals; 
and 

‘‘(D) improve the quality of professional 
development available to meet the needs of 
teachers that serve preschool children. 

‘‘(11) QUALITY STANDARDS.—The State shall 
describe the State’s standards, applicable to 
all agencies, programs, and projects that re-
ceive funds under this subchapter, including 
a description of— 

‘‘(A) standards with respect to services re-
quired to be provided, including health, pa-
rental involvement, nutritional, social, tran-
sition activities described in section 642(d) of 
this subchapter, and other services; 

‘‘(B)(i) education standards to promote the 
school readiness of children participating in 
a State program under title II of this sub-
chapter; and 

‘‘(ii) additional education standards to en-
sure that the children participating in the 
program, at a minimum develop and dem-
onstrate— 

‘‘(I) language skills; 
‘‘(II) prereading knowledge and skills, in-

cluding interest in and appreciation of 
books, reading and writing either alone or 
with others; 

‘‘(III) premathematics knowledge and 
skills, including aspects of classification, se-
riation, number, spatial relations, and time; 

‘‘(IV) cognitive abilities related to aca-
demic achievement; 

‘‘(V) social development important for en-
vironments constructive for child develop-
ment, early learning, and school success; and 

‘‘(VI) in the case of limited-English pro-
ficient children, progress toward acquisition 
of the English language; 

‘‘(C) the State’s minimum standards for 
early childhood teacher credentials and 
qualifications; 

‘‘(D) the student-teacher ratio for each 
age-group served; 

‘‘(E) administrative and financial manage-
ment standards; 

‘‘(F) standards relating to the condition 
and location of facilities for such agencies, 
programs, and projects; and 
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